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SCITUATE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
 

Fiscal 2011 APPLICATION FOR ELIGIBILITY 
 
         Date: ______________________ 
 
Project Title:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Applicant: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Organization: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CPA Category (circle all that apply)  Open Space  Historic Preservation 
 
      Recreation  Community Housing 
 
CPA Funding Requested:   $ ____________ Total Project Cost: $ ______________ 
 
Project Description:  Please provide a brief project description below.  Include a brief description of 

how your project accomplishes the goals of the CPA and include an estimated budget.  Please include 

supporting materials as necessary.  Please fully disclose and describe any relationship to any other 

CPC funded project. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTE:  This application enables the CPC to review the request to ensure eligibility and offer 

guidance.  If eligible, an Application for Funding must be completed. 
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SCITUATE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

Fiscal 2011 APPLICATION FOR FUNDING

Project Name: Scituate Heritage Preserve

CPA funding requested:

Total project cost:

$ 1,200,000.00 (REQUIRED)

$ 1,200,000.00 (REQUIRED)

Other Funding Sources Applied For/Obtained:

Grants:

Other (describe)

$ Applied For

$ Applied For

Obtained

Obtained

Basis for project cost (i.e. appraisal,
construction estimate, etc. - please attach
all documentation supporting estimated
project cost and basis)

Category (check all that apply): ~Open Space~Historical _Housing x Recreation

Lot and Plat: Lots 9, 10, 11 em Rear Roberts Drive
Assessors Map #: 51-3 -19H, 51-3 - J:l'9I, 51-3 -19N, 51-3 -1 7R
Assessed Value 88, 800 .00 (please attach copy of assessor's card)
Number of acres in parcel: Appr. 4. 1 *
Number of proposed housing units: N . A. *
Current Zoning Classification Open *
(* REQUIRED IF APPLICABLE TO PROPOSED PROJECT)

Name ofApplicant: the MacDonald Family
Contact Name: Mary Jenkins & Paul Norton
Address: 22 Sunset Rd, Scituate, MA & 2817 Cahawba Trl, Birmingham, AI
Phone: (781) 545 -7 8 8 9 E-Mail: PnmiNorton@yahoo.com

(205) 969-0820
By signing below, the Applicant represent he/she is duly authorized, agrees to the terms and
conditions and all other requirements of this Application and agrees to be bound thereby if
funding is granted for the Project.

Applicant's Signature: --,-- Date: 3 Feb 2011
Printed Name: Mary Jenkins
Title: Family Representative

C?~J:?~
Paul Norton
Executor, estate of Richard McDonald
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Description of Property: 
 
The property presented in this proposal is an area of unspoiled land 
shown as lots 9, 10 & 11 on a subdivision plan dated 1958; designated 
on the Town Assessor’s map as 51-3-19H, 51-3-19I and 51-3-19N. The 
3.6 acres with 600 feet of harbor frontage represents three lots 
which the MacDonald Family decided to combine into one large land 
parcel.  The property is registered under land court certificate 
No.0107886.  Upon the Town’s decision to purchase this property the 
family is in position to offer a 24000 square foot lot designated on 
the assessors map as 53-3-17R Rear Roberts Drive. Should the Town 
decide to purchase lots 9, 10 & 11, this would bring the total area 
to about 4.1 acres.  The area is demonstrated on the appended plot 
diagram. At a purchase price of 1.2 Million dollars the cost per acre  
is $290,000 and the beach front cost is $2000.00 per foot. 
   
Open Space Consideration: 
 
Lots 9, 10, and 11 make up the last large parcel of open space 
remaining on the Scituate Harbor coastline.  It can be seen from 
almost any location in the immediate harbor area.  The property has 
600 feet of uninterrupted beach along the inner harbor.  The pressure 
of development in the harbor is at its highest point since the Town 
was incorporated. With the purchase of this parcel the Town would 
acquire rights on Sunset Road providing access to the adjacent Town 
Land presently only accessible by water 
 
This property has the potential to become one of the most picturesque 
landscapes in Scituate.  The Scituate Harbor Public Access Plan dated 
December 2000, which was conducted by the University of Massachusetts 
Boston and the Urban Harbors Institute, lists Region 2 as the First 
Cliff Route.  Connecting the conservation property behind the Bank of 
America building at the Southwest boundary of the harbor to this 
property by way of Edward Foster Road for bikes and pedestrians would 
enhance the Cliff walk portion considerably. 
This parcel of land will: 

• Balance open space with the ever increasing development demand  
• Preserve forever the rural look of this section of the harbor  
• Protect an environmentally sensitive area from further damage 

and limit further runoff pollutants.  
• Preserve uplands with varied bird populations and migration 

habits as well as extensive lowlands filled with dynamic marine 
life.  

• Provide land access to the town owned property at the tip of 
this peninsula. 

• Dovetail perfectly with the Scituate Harbor Public Access Plan 
of December 2000 mentioned above.   

 
This property will easily tie-in with the Marine Park on Edward 
Foster Road.  Board walks can be placed between the park over the wet 
areas and the town owned land making a beautiful nature walk. 
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Recreation Activities: 
 
The recreation possibilities for this property are wide-ranging.  
• The marine park can extend the walkway to this parcel and include 

various areas for bird watching and benches to stop and enjoy the 
aesthetic beauty of the marsh landscape. 

• With little effort, you can arrive early and see the sunrise over 
the ocean or sit and watch the sun set over the harbor at the end 
of the day.   

• This parcel also offers enough beach frontages for kayak and canoe 
programs. Crafts could be launched into the harbor without the fear 
of encountering motorboats.  It can provide a safe area for small 
boat paddlers.   

• This area is currently used by surfers when the Northeastern winds 
create heavy surf.  

• Artists frequent this area because it offers such dynamic harbor 
scenery for paintings.  This parcel can be used to extend the park 
portion of the Marine Park and open up many different recreational 
opportunities which are currently under represented.  

 
Eventually, this area can connect with the bike path being 
constructed along Driftway.  People would be able to ride their 
bikes, park them at the marina, enjoy a walk around the beach/marsh, 
and return.  It would provide a unique way to enjoy the natural 
habitat of the harbor. 

 
Historic Preservation 
 
This land also has historical significance.  The two families who 
originally settled in First Cliff were the Wards and the MacDonalds.  
Daniel Ward and James MacDonald were brothers-in-law and this parcel 
is the last portion of the original homestead of the MacDonald family 
farm.  The MacDonald Family came here with the Wards in the mid 
1800’s to moss, fish and farm.   They built the first homes out on 
the cliff.  

• The land was purchased by James McDonald Sr. from George W. 
Brown and Henry Chubbuck. Henry Chubbuck is a descendant of Lucy 
(Otis) Chubbuck who was deeded the property in 1822 as one of 
the four children of Ensign Otis, himself a direct descendant of 
Thomas Ensign, one of the Conihasset partners, who purchased the 
property from Timothy Hatherly in 1640.  That would mean the 
land has passed through only three families since the founding 
of Scituate in 1636. 

 
• This land has not changed hands since the mid 1800’s and parts 

of it were used for the drying of Irish Moss and for cow 
pasture. As stated by the Scituate Tercentenary Committee in 
1936, “Even before the Civil War, Peggotty Beach, together with 
the strand between First and Second Cliffs and the sands near to 
the present Yacht Club were gay all summer with the 
checkerboards of Irish moss drying from deep purple through 
delicate mauve to waxy white.  Irish-American grandsons and 





Community Preservation Committee to give this purchase their
favorable approval and give Scituate voters the opportunity to decide
about the future of Scituate.

Respectfully submitted by The MacDonald Family

(?~.

Mary Jenkins acting as representative of a majority of the common
owners
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The educational content would be
delivered in multiple layers of
informational signage to address the
following three primary sets of
subjects:

1. Heritage Signage - describing
the history of the area & and of the
NOAA Stellwagen Bank National
Marine Sanctuary

2. Ecology Signage - highlighting
the diverse local ecosystems
located on or next to the trail site

3. Naturalist Markers - featuring the
individual examples of flora and
fauna found on the trail site

New Trail Conceptual Plan



Prepared by deZign sKape LLC for

Conceptual Layout of the Heritage
Signage Content

New Trail Conceptual Plan

1. Maritime Center Deck: Orientation Map of Harbor w/
smaller inset of Overall Area including Sanctuary Harbor
Diorama with key to highlighted landmarks

2. Trailhead
Welcome Message and set-up for the Journey through
the highlights of Scituate’s maritime heritage; Native
Americans; First Settlers

3. Coast Guard & Life Saving Station
Coast Guard stories of dramatic rescue

4. Navigation - tie into NOAA Story
Shipwrecks; Mapping history - discovery of Stellwagen
Bank Feature; Modern NOAA Scientific Ocean
Exploration

5. Sea Mossing Industry with link to the First Cliff area

6. Local fishing history and tradition

7. Development of Harbor:
 Ship-building & Farming

8. Maritime Archaeology
 Key Shipwrecks

9. NOAA SBNMS
What is it? Why is it Here? How does it serve
community? Key Animal Species

10. NOAA SBNMS Marine Operations Center
Map of the Sanctuary in context with the Scituate
Harbor
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Conceptual Layout of the Naturalist
Markers Content

The educational intent of this signage
layer is to highlight and illustrate plants
and animals that the visitors are likely
to encounter on the trail.

The signage is intended to be mostly
visual, with both common and scientific
names of the flora and fauna, possibly
supplemented with a single paragraph,
factual highlight text.

The selection and location of specific
plants and animals to be featured on
the markers is TBD.

New Trail Conceptual Plan
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Conceptual Layout of the Ecology
Signage Content

The educational intent of this
signage layer is to inform the public
of the varied and complex
ecosystems on and next to the trail
site.

The featured environments would
include:

• Salt Marsh Ecology including
impact of rising sea level

• Tidal Flats Ecology
Shellfish, and wave action

• Satuit Brook Ecology
Anadromous & diadromous fishes
species such as smelt, river herring,
and American eel

New Trail Conceptual Plan
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Conceptual sketch for new signage at the
Maritime Center.

The informational panels could be hinged at the railing, to be folded down and out of the way during crowded public
events requiring maximum circulation space on the outdoor deck.
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Conceptual sketch for new 1. Heritage Signage
and 2. Naturalist Markers along the future trail

2

1











Prepared by deZign sKape LLC for

Conceptual materials
and visual treatment
reference samples for
Naturalist Markers
signage plaques.

Conceptual reference for a landmark sculpture on the
trail possibly featuring an “Irish Mossing worker”
such as Miriam Flynn, also called the “Irish Mossing
Queen”

A comparable icon example would be the Denmark
Kopenhagen’s Harbor Little Mermaid.

Conceptual reference for signage styles
& landmark icons

Image Courtesy of M. Jenkins
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Potential Trail Name Ideas:

Scituate Living Heritage Trail

 Maritime Heritage Trail

Maritime Quest Trail

Maritime Journey Trail

Scituate Sanctuary Trail

Sanctuary Heritage Trail

Others TBD
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